
Avoiding Ambiguity

SPaG | Hyphens

1. Read the sentence out loud. Can you work out where the missing hyphen should be? Write the 
sentence out again using the hyphen to avoid ambiguity.

I can re-write a sentence using a hyphen to avoid ambiguity.

a) Brad Stephens is an excellent footballer I’m glad he has resigned at our club.

b) Mum pays for my drama lessons in three monthly instalments.

c) Have you heard that the pop group, No Direction, have reformed?

d) It’s such a shame that the little used beanbags were removed from the reading corner.

e) ‘I’ll have to remark this worksheet’, the teacher said ‘I’ve added up the scores incorrectly’.

f) Tom Frankell is now a big business man; his burger company has been very successful.
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1. Read the sentence out loud. Can you work out where the missing hyphen should be? Write the 
sentence out again using the hyphen to avoid ambiguity. Then write your own sentence using the 
original un-hyphenated word/s.Read the sentence out loud. 

a) Brad Stephens is an excellent footballer I’m glad he has resigned at our club.

b) Mum pays for my drama lessons in three monthly instalments.

c) Have you heard that the pop group, No Direction, have reformed?

  e.g.  There was a man eating shark in the bay.

  The man eating shark asked the waiter if he had any salt. 
  There was a man-eating shark in the bay.

d) It’s such a shame that the little used beanbags were removed from the reading corner.

I can re-write a sentence using a hyphen to avoid ambiguity.
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e) ‘I’ll have to remark this worksheet’, the teacher said ‘I’ve added up the scores incorrectly’.

f)  Tom Frankell is now a big business man; his burger company has been very successful.

Challenge: 

2. Use the hyphenated words from these sentences to write your own sentences. 



     

Answers
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1. Write the sentence out again using the hyphen to avoid ambiguity.

a) Brad Stephens is an excellent footballer I’m glad he has re-signed at our club.

b) Mum pays for my drama lessons in three-monthly instalments.

c) Have you heard that the pop group, No Direction, have re-formed?

d) It’s such a shame that the little-used beanbags were removed from the reading 

corner.

e) ‘I’ll have to re-mark this worksheet’, the teacher said ‘I’ve added up the scores 

incorrectly’.

f) Tom Frankell is now a big-business man; his burger company has been very 

successful.
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